
Removing SIMPLE backgrounds for 
compositing 

Using Photoshop 

 

Inspiration: 

ÅReflex Camera Club www.reflexcc.org.uk Summer School 

ÅScott Kelby & Matt  Kloskowski ï ñThe Photoshop Elements 11 Bookò 

ï Amazon £23 
(make your life simple ï join a club and  get some training)  

TTassist 

http://www.reflexcc.org.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Photoshop-Elements-Digital-Photographers-Voices/dp/0321884833
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If you have a simple contrasting background try erasing it. 
hǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ŎǊƻǇ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άaŀƎƛŎ 9ǊŀǎŜǊ ¢ƻƻƭέ 
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Click in an area of the background which has obvious contrast to remove it 
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Repeat with other similar, large areas 
Zoom in if necessary for smaller sections but keep checking the full size image 
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In some places (similar colours) the Magic Eraser may erase part of the subject. 
If you notice in time use Ctrl + Z to undo the last action. 
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŜǇ .ŀŎƪǿŀǊŘέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ  
Either from the Edit menu option or by pressing Ctrl + Alt + Z 

Not available in Elements ς just repeat Ctrl + Z 
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To remove the more difficult areas swap to the standard Eraser Tool 
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Zoom in and move around the image changing the brush size to fit areas 
At a larger zoom the Magic Eraser may still be useful e.g. between these laces 
Place the tip of the eraser icon on the area to be removed. 

In Elements place the star on the area to be removed 
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Zoom back out to check the image 
If you are going to use Copy and Paste at the next step first select the whole 
image Ctrl + A the copy it Ctrl + C 



TTassist Removing simple backgrounds 8 
Open the background image and either drag and drop the subject image onto it 
or use Copy and Paste - this will place the subject onto a new top layer. 
( LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǳǎŜ Ctrl - T to select the Free Transform handles then 
press Ctrl - 0 to zoom out to include the largest image then resize to fit. )  
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To remove ǘƘŜ ǘƛƴȅ ŦǊƛƴƎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ά[ŀȅŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άaŀǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
άDefringeΧέ  
Lƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά9ƴƘŀƴŎŜέ ƳŜƴǳ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ΨColor !ŘƧǳǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άDefringeέ 
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Enter a width of 1 pixel click OK & view the result ς undo and try 2 pixels if needed  
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To resize and move the subject select the Free Transform Tool (CTRL + T) Hold 
Řƻǿƴ ώ{ƘƛŦǘϐ ǘƻ ά/ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ  

(Lƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴ tǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎέ ōƻȄ ƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘύ  
Use the corner handle to resize and the centre of the image to move the subject  



TTassist Results ς original foreground 



TTassist Results ς original background 



TTassist Results ς final composite 



TTassist {ŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ άǇƛƴƎέ Φpng file to reuse later 

{ŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ άǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘέ  ŀǎ ŀ .png ƻǊ άǇƛƴƎέ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ keep the transparency 
This means you will be able to use it in later compositions 
Dƻ ǘƻ άCƛƭŜέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά{ŀǾŜ ŀǎΧέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ  
bƻǿ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ƳŜƴǳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά{ŀǾŜ ŀǎ ǘȅǇŜέ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Φpng version  
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