
Making selections for compositing 

Using Photoshop 

 

Inspiration: 

ÅReflex Camera Club www.reflexcc.org.uk Summer School 

ÅScott Kelby & Matt  Kloskowski ï ñThe Photoshop Elements 11 Bookò 

ï Amazon £23 
(make your life simple ï join a club and  get some training)  

TTassist 

http://www.reflexcc.org.uk/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Photoshop-Elements-Digital-Photographers-Voices/dp/0321884833


TTassist Making the selection 1 

Open the image and select the Quick Selection Tool [W] 
(In Elements use [A]) 



TTassist Making the selection 1A 

Draw roughly around the selection ς avoid any background 



TTassist 

Go over the image carefully removing any areas where the background appears 
Hold the ALT key to deselect areas ς check hair etc. for any background glimpses 
²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άwŜŦƛƴŜ 9ŘƎŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ  

Making the selection 2 



TTassist 

If ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ώwŜŦƛƴŜ ŜŘƎŜϐ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ŜƭŜŎǘΩ ƳŜƴǳ 

Making the selection 2A 



TTassist 

In the new dialogue box click on the view options and start with Black & White 
Select it from the drop down menu 

Making the selection 3 



TTassist 

{ǿƛǘŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ƳŀǊǘ wŀŘƛǳǎέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƛŘŜǊ 
5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ōǳǘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƎǊŜȅ (transparent) 
areas in the clothes ς try something between 10 ς 20 ς lower for simple selections 

Making the selection 4 



TTassist 

{ǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ άhǾŜǊƭŀȅέ ǾƛŜǿ  
¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ά9ŘƎŜ 5ŜǘŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ōǊǳǎƘ ǘƻ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ ǊŜŘ ƘŀƛǊǎ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΤ  ŀŘŘ ŀƴȅ ΨǊŜŘΩ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ς these are unselected 

Making the selection 5 



TTassist 

¢ƘŜ ά5ŜŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜ Colorέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƘŜƭǇǎ remove any fringe colour ς try 75% 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άhǳǘǇǳǘ ¢ƻέ ōƻȄ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άbŜǿ [ŀȅŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀȅŜǊ aŀǎƪέ ϧ ŎƭƛŎƪ hY 

Making the selection 6 



TTassist 

Hold ALT and click on the layer mask icon 
This will turn the main image black & white and help to tidy up any small areas 

Making the selection 7 



TTassist 

Make sure the layer mask icon is highlighted and select the brush (B)  
¦ǎŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ƘŀǊŘ ŜŘƎŜŘ ōǊǳǎƘ όŀōƻǳǘ рл҈ ƻǇŀŎƛǘȅύΤ ǎŜǘ ōƭŜƴŘ ƳƻŘŜ ǘƻ άhǾŜǊƭŀȅέ 
Paint any grey areas white or black to match the main image ς toggle colour with [X] 
!ǎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ рл҈ ƻǇŀŎƛǘȅΣ ǘǊȅ several strokes 

Making the selection 8 



TTassist 

The areas that were grey on the white part would have been partly transparent 
The grey areas on black would leave parts of the original image still showing. 
This solid black and white will give a clean image on the new background 
Move around the image ς at times you may find a higher opacity better to use 

Making the selection 9 



TTassist 

ALT click the mask thumbnail to view the normal image 
The mask can now be deleted - click on just the mask icon & drag to recycle bin 
/ƭƛŎƪ ά!ǇǇƭȅέ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ 

Making the selection 10 



TTassist 

Open the background image then drag and drop the subject into it (or use Copy 
and Paste).  This will open the subject in a new layer. 
ό LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǳǎŜ Ctrl - T to select the Free Transform handles then 
press Ctrl - 0 to zoom out to include the largest image then resize to fit. ) 

Making the selection 11 



TTassist 

To remove the tiny fringe around the ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ά[ŀȅŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άaŀǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
άDefringeΧέ 

(In Elements use ά9ƴƘŀƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ά!ŘƧǳǎǘ Colorέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άDefringe layerέύ 

Making the selection 12 



TTassist 

Enter a width of 1 pixel click OK & view the result ς undo and try 2 pixels if needed 

Making the selection 13 
 



TTassist 

To resize and move the subject select the Free Transform Tool (CTRL + T) 
IƻƭŘ Řƻǿƴ ώ{ƘƛŦǘϐ ǘƻ ά/ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ  

(In Elements ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴ tǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎέ ōƻȄ is activated) 
Use the corner handle to resize and the centre of the image to move the subject 

Making the selection 14 



TTassist 

To rotate the image place the cursor just outside the Free Transform box 
A double arrow appears ς as you drag it the angle of rotation appears 
Press [Enter] to confirm your selection. 

Making the selection 15 



TTassist Results ς original foreground 



TTassist Results ς original background 



TTassist Results ς final composite 



TTassist {ŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ άǇƛƴƎέ Φpng file to reuse later 

{ŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ άǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘέ  ŀǎ ŀ .png ƻǊ άǇƛƴƎέ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ keep the transparency 
This means you will be able to use it in later compositions 
Dƻ ǘƻ άCƛƭŜέ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά{ŀǾŜ ŀǎΧέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ  
bƻǿ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ƳŜƴǳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά{ŀǾŜ ŀǎ ǘȅǇŜέ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ Φpng version  



TTassist Other Composites 



TTassist Other Composites 



TTassist Other Composites 



TTassist Other Composites 


