


Trent Parke
A man stands huddled under awnings on the 
corner of George & Market st. His tie thrown 
over his shoulder after running through a  
Sydney thunderstorm. Summer rain. From 
Dream/Life series. Sydney. Australia. 1998.
Image © Trent Parke/Magnum Photos
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“�Forget about the profession of  being a photographer. 
First be a photographer and maybe the profession will 
come after. Don’t be in a rush to pay your rent with your 
camera. Jimi Hendrix didn’t decide on the career of  
professional musician when he learned to play guitar.  
No, he loved playing music and created something 
beautiful and that then became a profession. Larry Towell, 
for instance, was not a ‘professional’ photographer 
until he was already a ‘famous’ photographer. Make the 
pictures you feel compelled to make and perhaps that will 
lead to a career. But if  you try to make the career first, you  
will just make shitty pictures that you don’t care about.” 
 
— Christopher Anderson
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Christopher Anderson
Reflection in window in Altamira.  
Caracas. Venezuela. 2006. Image ©  
Christopher Anderson/Magnum Photos.
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“�Be yourself. Don’t copy anybody.” 
 
— Harry Gruyaert
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Harry Gruyaert
Bay of the Somme river. Somme departement. 
Fort Mahon. Picardie region. France. 1991. 
Image © Harry Gruyaert/Magnum Photos.
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Passion
 03

Image © A. Abbas/Magnum Photos
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“�Try to live something intense – at home, 
abroad, it does not matter. It has to be 
passionate. And once you know the basics 
forget about photography.” 
 
— Thomas Dworzak
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Thomas Dworzak
Girl with balloons. Destruction in the city center. 
Nothing has been rebuilt since the two wars. 
Grozny, Chechnya. RUSSIA. March 2002.  
Image © Thomas Dworzak/Magnum Photos.
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“�Find something you are passionate about 
and shoot your way through this obsession 
with elegance and you will have a potentially 
great project.” 
 
— Martin Parr
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Martin Parr

Left
From ‘Common Sense’.  
Benidorm. Spain. 1997.

Above
From ‘Common Sense’.  
The Netherlands. 1997. 

Images © Martin Parr/ 
Magnum Photos.

01 Learn    02 Vision & Voice    03 Passion    04 Consistency    05 RiskWear Good Shoes 
Advice from Magnum Photographers

Magnum Photos © 2017 46



Wear Good Shoes 
Advice from Magnum Photographers

Magnum Photos © 2017 47

“�I first got excited by photography the first day  
I picked up a camera. However this was not  
until I was 20 years of  age. I suddenly realized 
that I had an excuse to be anywhere and gaze  
in wonderment; the camera gave me something 
to hide my shyness behind. The act of  pointing 
a camera at another human being is daunting. 
However, clarifying what is unfolding in front  
of  one can give one immense pleasure. I have  
had a blissful life.” 
 
— David Hurn
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David Hurn
The Beatles in the Abbey Road Studios,  
where many of their most famous records  
were made, examining the script of the film  
‘A Hard Days Night’. London. England. 1964. 
Image © David Hurn/Magnum Photos.
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“�In 1966, when I printed my first  
picture and I saw it coming out,  
I got really hooked on photography.  
It was a picture of  a cute little squirrel!” 
 
— Bruce Gilden

Bruce Gilden
Woman walking on Fifth Avenue.  
New York City. USA. 1992. Image  
© Bruce Gilden/Magnum Photos.
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Susan Meiselas
Sandinistas at the walls of the Esteli National 
Guard headquarters. Esteli. Nicaragua. 1979. 
Image © Susan Meiselas/Magnum Photos.

“�Dig in, follow your 
instincts and trust  
your curiosity.” 
 
— Susan Meiselas
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Consistency
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Image © Matt Stuart/Magnum Photos



“�If  you want to be a photographer,  
you have to photograph. If  you look at 
photographers’ work you admire, you will 
see that they have found a particular place 
or subject and then have dug deep into  
it and carved out something that is special. 
That takes a lot of  dedication, passion  
and work.” 
 
— Steve McCurry

01 Learn    02 Vision & Voice    03 Passion    04 Consistency    05 RiskWear Good Shoes 
Advice from Magnum Photographers

Magnum Photos © 2017 52



Steve McCurry 

Left
Peshawar. Pakistan. 2002. 

Right
Monk at the Jokhang Temple.  
Lhasa. Tibet. 2000. 

Images © Steve McCurry/Magnum Photos
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“�Stick to one project for a long time.  
And keep working on it through many 
stages of  learning, even if  it might feel 
finished. It’s the only way to break through 
what I think are some vital lessons that  
need to be learnt about story telling and 
how to combine images.” 
 
— Mikhael Subotzky
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Mikhael Subotzky

Above
Beaufort West rubbish dump. Beaufort West. 
South Africa. 2006.

Right
Samuel, Beaufort West rubbish dump.  
Beaufort West. South Africa. 2006.

Opposite
The entire Mallies family survive off Michelle’s 
sex work and her fathers disability grant. 
Beaufort West. South Africa. 2006.

Images © Mikhael Subotzky/Magnum Photos
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