
Approaching 
Strangers

Practice
without a camera

Talk to Strangers

Checkouts

Shops

Public Transport

Anywhere

Smile!

Be Polite,
Be Respectful

Excuse me

Have you got
a moment

Are you in a hurry

Have a story

Book

I carry a small book 
(17cms x 17cms) of 
images & published 
with Blurb

Exhibition

Project

It’s what I do

You choose

Introduce yourself

Shake Hands
if appropriate

Pay a ComplimentI like your

Tattoos

Outfit

Whatever

Consider the
backgroundIf appropriateMove the subject

Apply a light touch

Think about portrayal
What do you want to say 

about this person’s 
character/personality?

Take your time

Say thank youOffer to
send copy image

THIS SUMMARY IS DESIGNED FOR NON-
COVID-19 CONDITIONS, YOUR APPROACH 
SHOULD BE AMENDED ACCORDINGLY

Preparation Sources of 
Inspiration

Sean Tucker 
YouTube 
Channel:  

Gabrielle Motola 
‘Taking Portraits 

of Strangers’

Read:                      
Dawoud Bey.                 

‘On Photographing People 
and Communities’.

Repeat

Steve Reeves
Be clear about
Your intentions

Gillian M. Sandstromhttps://gilliansandstrom.com/
talking2strangers_research/

HELSINKI BUS STATION THEORY.

fotocommunity.com/info/
Helsinki_Bus_Station_Theory

Finding Your Own Vision 
in photography
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba2OnpjbncQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ba2OnpjbncQ&t=37s
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Dawoud-Bey-Photographing-People-Communities/dp/1597113379/ref=sr_1_1?crid=WGVW1LX9WLXP&dchild=1&keywords=dawoud+bey&qid=1612885153&s=books&sprefix=daw-oh%2Caps%2C139&sr=1-1
https://stevereevesphotographer.com
https://gilliansandstrom.com/talking2strangers_research/
http://www.fotocommunity.com/info/Helsinki_Bus_Station_Theory

